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The present study constitutes the first scientific edition of the Swedish Medieval Latin inscrip
tions in stone from the early Middle Ages during the period io5o—125o. The geographic selec

tion concerns the area of today’s Sweden, thus also including regions that during the Middle

Ages belonged to Norway and Denmark. It should be noted that almost none of the inscrip

tions in the study can be dated with certainty, due to lack of dating criteria in the texts. Only

Latin inscriptions with Latin letters have been included, but several inscriptions contain text

both in old Swedish and Latin as well as in runes and with the Latin alphabet. Most inscrip

tions have been published before in connection with art-historical or archaeological studies; yet,
this is the first time that they have been collected and edited in accordance with epigraphic

editorial principles.

The edition of the study contains 62 inscriptions. Most of them are still found in their origi

nal locations, while a few have been moved to museums, and some are now lost and known only
from previous transcriptions and depictions. I have categorized the inscriptions partly from the

type of object on which they are inscribed — funerary monuments, baptismal fonts and architec
tonic objects — and partly from their type of textual content, here divided into four categories:
funerary theme, manufacturing theme, didactic theme and religious/liturgical theme.

28 inscriptions on funerary monuments are known from the period (four of them are now lost,
and preserved only in earlier documentation). The absolute majority of the monuments are

found in the region of Västergötland, with a geographical focus in an area around the city of

Falköping. Several of the inscriptions, attributed to the stonemason master Harald, use both the
Latin and the runic alphabet, and both Latin and Old Swedish. In addition to the previously

known works of Harald, the study attributes another three funerary monuments to his produc

tion, through the signature of Harald that has been identified on a funerary monument from
Valstad, Västergotland.

The previously unknown inscription on a funerary monument from Asle near Falkoping has

a long Latin inscription, preserved only in fragments due to the worn surface of the stone, but

the content has been interpreted as mentioning the noble woman Torborg, together with an
exhortation to the reader to consider that he or she, too, one day will become ashes. Another

unedited funerary inscription from the nearby church Vàrkumla bears the name Hanes, and in

the text Hanes is mentioned as priest of the order of saint Benedict. This is to my knowledge

the only epigraphic monument from the early Middle Ages in the Nordic countries where a

monastic order is mentioned. In Lund cathedral, the funerary monument to Herman, bishop of

Slesvig, is one of the few monuments in the study that can be dated with certainty, since the

date of Herman’s death is recorded as around the year ii5o. Prom Dalhem on Gotland, an ela

borate funerary inscription over the provost Nicholaus is preserved. The text expresses the hope

that Nicholaus will be able to enjoy the delights of paradise.

There are 26 inscriptions known from baptismal fonts. The majority are found in the region of

Skàne. The content of the inscriptions is either didactic, with names of individuals or explana
tions of scenes in the figurative decoration of the fonts, or religious/liturgical, with references,

often in verse, to the sacrament of baptism. Signatures of stonemasons are found on several

fonts. The stonemason Alexander, who has signed the font in Pors, Vastergötland, is also known
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from a signature on the font in Tikøb, Denmark. The present study has on palaeographical 347

grounds been able to identify yet another inscription of Alexander’s production, namely on the
font in Fjelie, Skâne, The inscription of the font in Ausãs, Skáne, has previously not been inter
preted, since it is very fragmentary. The study presents a complete reading of the text, which
turns out to be a quote on the theme of baptism from a medieval antiphon. Also the inscription
on the font ofToresund, Södermanland, has been completely interpreted for the first time. The
text is a quote from the medieval text collection Physiologus with allegorical stories about ani
mals, and the text on the font derives from a narrative about the deer, with symbolic connec
tions to the water of baptism.

7 inscriptions are found on architectonic objects, such as for example tympanum fields.’Ihey are
all located near two of the most important religious centres of the period, Lund in Skâne and
the area of Kinnekulle and Skara in Vastergotland. A fragmentary inscription from Forsby in
Vãstergötland mentions the consecration of the church in 1135. An inscription on a tympanum
field in Porshem, Vãstergotland, has previously been taken to mean that the church was conse
crated to the Holy Sepulchre, but the present study has shown that the word ecciesia, “church”,
which in earlier research has been supplied in a lacuna in the inscription, instead seems to have
been previously read as elemosina, “alms”. It is however still probable that the inscription con
cerns a consecration, although the act of building or consecrating the church is metaphorically
referred to as alms.

The language of the inscriptions is influenced on the one hand of the pre-existing practice of
runic inscriptions, and on the other hand of the language of Christian liturgy and epigraphy,
imported through international clergy and also through the epigraphically educated craftsmen
employed at the construction of the cathedrals in Skara and Lund in the iith and 12th centuries.
‘The rune-influenced elements are found mainly in funerary inscriptions and stonemason signa
tures, and the study has also confirmed the previous assumption that Latin and runic literacy
coexisted in the area all through the early Middle Ages.

‘The central areas for epigraphic production during the period are Viistergotland and Skàne. In
Vastergotland, the inscriptions are located in the area between Kinnekulle and Palkoping, and
in Skàne in the area around Lund. The study has shown that the “cpigraphic areas” of the Latin
inscriptions often partly coincide with older central areas for runic inscriptions, thus suggesting
a geographical continuity for literary and epigraphic production despite the major changes in
society and religion between the Viking ages and the early Middle Ages.


